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Markets constitute spatial structures as places where goods and commodities change their 
owner. The term “market” furthermore defines a principle of dealing with things, when they 
become commodities and receive a focus on negotiating prices and availability. This book 
combines archaeological and anthropological case studies based on original research and 
offering a special focus on the practices attached to the commodities and their valuation.

The contributions to this volume question the current notions of markets and trading activities. 
They deal with the embedding of markets, but also with frictions and conflicts caused by 
market activities. Special attention is given to shifts through time and the evaluations of the 
markets’ impact on society. Data from archaeological excavations and ethnographic fieldwork 
complement each other in showing non-economic as well as economic aspects of markets, 
thereby highlighting to complexity of the market as a place of social interaction 

This volume was initiated by a conference held in Frankfurt /Main (Germany), at the Goethe 
University, and organized by the “Value and Equivalence” research training group. The event 
brought together scholars with a noticeable expertize in the fields of economic anthropology 
and economic archaeology.

Hans Peter Hahn is Professor of Social Anthropology at Johann Wolfgang von Goethe-Universität 
Frankfurt from where he received a doctorate in 1994. His research focuses on West Africa, material culture, 
ethnographic museums, consumption, migration and mobility and globalization.

Geraldine Schmitz is a Post-Doctoral researcher in the research training group ‘Value and Equivalence’ 
in the Institut für Ethnologie of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe-Universität Frankfurt, with special research 
interests in the anthropology and economy of markets, particularly in Ghana.
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