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Abstract

In this paper, we explore the multilingual context of Luxembourg and its education system. In
the 1st part, Jean-Jacques Weber discusses the new initiatives of the Ministry of Education in
the area of language education in the créches, while in the 2nd part Adelheid Hu looks at the
other end of the education system, namely higher education, with a special focus on
multilingualism at the University of Luxembourg.

Jean-Jacques Weber examines the controversial role of French in Luxembourgish society and
education. Relying on a critical race theoretical framework and its key concepts of interest
divergence and convergence, he explains how and why the restrictive policy concerning the use
of French in pre-school education is in the process of being reversed at the present time.

Adelheid Hu will focus on the question of how university students’ linguistic repertoires interact
with their processes of understanding and learning. On the basis of some examples of note-
taking in the context of a trilingual MA-Programme she analyses how multilingualism —
conceptualized as the interplay of multiple linguistic repertoires (mother tongue(s), language(s)
of instruction, foreign, second languages) — affects learning practices and processes, and how
multilingualism can be capitalized on and transformed into a resource for knowledge
development.
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