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Multilingualism, Translanguaging and Creativity

There is research evidence that multilinguals have a potential for creativity that is superior
to that of monolinguals. In this presentation, Hugo Baetens Beardsmore first presents the
result of research on creativity and multilingualism. Baetens Beardsmore describes four
characteristics of multilingual minds that result in greater creativity — a flexible mind, a
metalinguistic mind, a learning mind, and an interpersonal mind. Then Garcia discusses how
translanguaging theory connects to these characteristics of the multilingual mind and
enhances learning of multilinguals by leveraging their flexible language practices, their
metalinguistic awareness, their learning capacity, and their enhanced interpersonal skills.
Whereas Baetens-Beardsmore focuses on the multilingual mind's relationship to creativity,
Garcia looks at the creative language use of multilingual students and how educators can
enhance learning and transform the school lives of these students.
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