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Critical Ecofeminism:
On Milk Flora and Fauna

Milk: commodity, or connection? Gift, or theft? Considered from the perspec
tives of food studies, gender studies, animal studies, postcolonial studies, fem
inist science studies, cultural studies, dietetics and nutrition, and animal sci
ences, milk appears variously as a commodity, a signifier of corporeal alienation, 
a cultural artifact, a weapon of colonialism, or the very material of relational 
connection. Building on my earlier explorations of feminist postcolonial milk 
studies, I will interrogate the production, consumption, and commodification of 
milk across diverse species and standpoints. Inspired by plant studies approach
es, I consider the concept of milk as a category and lens capable of illuminating 
human manipulations of insects and plants. What are the ecopolitical ethics 
of these manipulations, and how do these relations affect the participants of 
diverse species? It is our cultural conceptions of food that shape both human 
identity and ecological relations.
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